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City of Wheatland 
  
 111 C Street Street – Wheatland, California 95692 

        Tel (530) 633-2761 – Fax (530) 633-9102 
 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
       Date: August 24, 2010 

STAFF REPORT     Agenda Item:      
 
 

Subject: Consideration of an urgency interim ordinance to prohibit the 

establishment of medical marijuana dispensaries in all 
zoning districts within the City. 

 
Prepared by:    Tim Raney, Community Development Director   
   
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Recommendation: 
 
Staff recommends adopting the proposed urgency interim ordinance to preserve the 
status quo within the City by prohibiting the establishment of medical marijuana 
dispensaries within all City zoning districts while the City Planning Commission and City 
Council consider a regular zoning ordinance to address the establishment of medical 
marijuana dispensaries within the City.   
 
Discussion: 
 
In 1996, the California voters enacted Proposition 215, the Compassionate Use Act (the 
“CUA”) to authorize the use of medical marijuana.  In 2003, the Legislature enacted the 
state Medical Marijuana Program (the “MMP”), which created rules and regulations to, 
among other things, regulate the operation of medical marijuana dispensaries.   
 
In response to the CUA and MMP, several cities have experienced an influx of medical 
marijuana dispensaries.  For example, in the City of West Hollywood, seven 
dispensaries were established during a 1-year period.  In the state Court of Appeal’s 
decision in City of Claremont v. Kruse (2009) 177 Cal.App.4th 1153, the Court of Appeal 
held that cities may regulate or prohibit medical marijuana dispensaries through zoning 
ordinances.   
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Cities have taken different approaches to addressing the adverse secondary effects of 
medical marijuana dispensaries, which include loitering, increased pedestrian and 
vehicle traffic, increased noise, and impacts on surrounding property owners.  Some 
cities, such as the Cities of Marysville and Sacramento, have enacted zoning 
ordinances to regulate medical marijuana dispensaries within those cities.  Other cities, 
such as the Cities of Davis and Rocklin, have enacted zoning ordinances that prohibit 
medical marijuana dispensaries from locating within those cities.   
 
Alternatives: 
 
The City Council could elect to not adopt the urgency ordinance.  This could allow a 
marijuana facility to be established within the city by right under the zoning code.  
 
Fiscal Impact: 
 
There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the City associated with the adoption of the 
urgency ordinance. 


